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ornamental border. Several years later, when Dostoevsky
was in Siberia, Turgenev warned Leontiev against the exces-
sive conceit of certain budding authors. "Take, for instance,
that poor Dostoevsky. When he gave his novel to Belinsky
to have it published, the unfortunate fellow lost his head, to
such a point that he said to the critic: 'My text ought to be
printed with an ornamental border.' " This allegation was
never verified. In 1880, a year before his death, Dostoevsky
protested with indignation against this story, in The Neiv
Times. Annenkov, however, claimed to have seen proofs of
the novel with a border, and Grigorovich himself never
dared to deny it. However, the book was published without
any kind of border.
It is possible that Dostoevsky, intoxicated by flattery,
actually did ask the critic to give his novel a special typo-
graphic presentation. At that time he was capable of any
vanity. He was beside himself with excitement and no longer
knew what he was doing or what he wanted to do.
"We have almost caused one of the little idols of the day
to lose his mind," writes Panaev. "He actually began to rave.
Soon we knocked him off his pedestal and forgot him com-
pletely. The poor fellow! We annihilated him. We made him
a laughing stock."
At one reception Dostoevsky was introduced to a young
society beauty. He found himself facing a pretty girl with a
baby mouth, heavy blond curls, and calm cold eyes. She was
about to make him a routine compliment on his work, when
he grew pale, tottered and lost consciousness. He was taken
to an adjoining room and sponged with eau de cologne. Some
time later, Turgenev ("Turgenev is in love with me") and
Nekrasov ("the delightful poet of the humble") wrote a
satirical poem describing this incident: